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Banalata Sen

Long I have been a wanderer of this world.

many a night

My route lay across the sea of Ceylon somewhere winding to
The ocean of Malaya.

I was in the‘dim world of Bimvisar and Asok, and further off
In the mistiness of Vidarbha.

At moments when life was too much a sea of sounds—

I had Banalata Sen of Natore and her wisdom.

I remember her hair dark as nights at Vidisha,
Her face : image of Sravasti; the pilot,
Undone in the blue milieu of the sea

Never twice sees the earth of grass before him.
I have also seen her, Banalata Sen of Natore.

When day is done, no fall somewhere but of dews
Dips into the dusk; the smell of the sun is gone
Off the Kestrel’s wings. Light is your wit now,
Fanning Fireflies that pitch the wide things around.
I am ready with my stock of tales

For Banalata Sen of Natore. -

S frem F91 3l Same 1A sfier wreid wfoes! | «dm 5 W
@ T IE IS G SfRem @ oy wfefbren AN, QU e oRa
I GTBATAD, (FIAlG LAl AZTR e | Q4TS WAL el fFE AVG Sray
- T

AR ARCT T world-Q S0 WiTe 3 (,); St w20 0 nighs-a F1; w8 7%
somewhere-93 I RWITE somewhat; W‘# TR ocean-99 IAE SE seqs; AET FABEH
sounds-<99 (08 ©f1*-99 IWTE FqI; TN TIH nights- 93 GEAT night;, 74 mﬁ?r‘c’ 3
image-4¥ TN SCE  face an image 992 Sravasti:-93 T7E Sravasti as; dFEE AIGA
T sea- 9 T AT FIEA sees-9 D90 sqw G2 B 0T FHGCAR 0
ST FI also (F2; AT AR (T8 around-a7 *7 P67 (72 qq¢ WBH FZA—]
am ready with my stock of iales—AIBE G | aErel @77, Rfeita, =18t Tenfaa Zeafs
ARG NIl TF0 — FoTF |

N I : A1B qSTEE A

Banalata Sen
Translated by Martin Kirkman

A thousand years I have wandered upon the earth

- From the sea of Ceylon to the midnight sea of Malay.

L —

Much have I wandered; in the grey lands of Vimvisar
and Asoka—

There have I been; and to dark, distant town of Vidarva;

Tired of this life, this foaming sea of life,

1 found peace for a while with Banalata Sen of Natore.

Her hair is dark as the nights of far Vidisha.
Her face the architecture of Sravasti. As the rudderless pilot
Drifting and lost on a distant sea
Sees the island of cinnamon trees and green grass below,
So have I seen her in darkness, who asked me; where

have you been
So long away? This she asked raising her bird’s-nest

eyes, Banalata Sen of Natore.

At the day’s ending evening falls with soft sound of dew;
The kite shakes the smell of the sun from her wings,
‘And when earth’s colours fade the fireflies weave

a tapestry of brilliant stories,

Birds return to their nests—all the rivers flow home—

the ledger of life is closed.

Only darkness remains, the time to return to Banalata Sen of Natore’

Modern Bengali Poems, ed. by Debiprasad Chatterji. The Signet Press, Calcutta,
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Banalata Sen of Natore
Translated by Chidananda Dasgupata

For aeons have I roamed the roads of the earth
From the seas of Ceylon to the straits of Malaya

I have journeyed, alone in the enduring night,
And down the dark corridor of time T have walked

Through mist of Bimbisara, Asoke, darker Vidarbha.

Round my weary soul the angry waves still roar;
My only peace I knew with Banalata Sen of Natore.

Her hair was dark as night in Vidisha,

Her face the sculpture of Sravasti.

I saw her, as a sailor after the storm

Rudderless in the sea, spies of a sudden

The grass green heart of the leafy island.

“Where were you so long?” She asked, and more
With her bird’s nest eyes, Banalata Sen of Natore.

As the footfall of dew comes evening;

The raven wipes the smell of warm sun

From its wings; the world's noises die.

And in the light of fireflies the manuscript
Prepares to weave the fables of night,

Every bird is home, every river reached the ocean.
Darkness remains; and time for Banalata Sen.
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Bonolota Sen

Des milliers d’anne es j’ai parcouru les chemins de la terre,
De la mer cinghalaisé 4 I'oce an malais, dans la nuit:5ombré

J’ai erré, dans I’univers grisétre de Bimbisar et d* Ashoka

N’étais-je pas la? Plus loin encore, dans la ville de

Vidarbha enténébrée

Je fus un vivant fatigué; perdu au milieu de I'océan

écumant de la vie,

Elle m’a donné un moment de paix, elle, la femme de Natore,
Bonolota Sen.

Sachevelure sombre comme I’antique nuit de Vidisha,

Son visage une oeuvre d’art de Shrabasti; comme le
navigateur qui,

Perdu dans la mer infinic, son gouvernail brisé, se désespére
Et apercoit soudain le pays de I'herbe verte, au milieu

de la cannelle,

Ainsi je I’ai vue dans les ténébres, ‘Ou’ étiez-vous tout ce.
temps?’ me dit-elle

Elle leva vers moi ses yeux comme des nids d’oiseaux, la
femme de Natore, Bonolota Sen.

A la fin du jour le soir vient comme un bruit de rosée.

Le milan efface de ses ailes la senteur de soleil;

Une fois éteintes les couleurs de la terre la manuscrit se -
prepare '

Alors pour le conte, les lucoles multicolores etincéllent;
Tous les oiseaux rentrent chez eux—toutes les riviéres—les
marchés de cette vie prennent fin;

Seules demeurent I' obscurite, I'intimite et la présence de
Bonolota Sen.
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Banalata Sen
Translated by Fakrul Alam

For a thousand years I have walked the ways of the world,
From Sinhala’s Sea to Malaya’s in night’s darkness,

Far did I roam. In Vimbisar and Ashok’s ash-grey world

Was I present; Farther off, in distant Vidarba city’s darkness,
L, a tired soul, around me, life’s turbulent, foaming ocean,
Finally found some bliss with Natore’s Banalata Sen.

Her hair was full of the darkness of a distant Vidisha night,

Her face was filigreed with Sravasti’s artwork. As in a far-off sea,

The ship-wrecked mariner, lonely, and no relief in sight,

Sees in a cinnamon isle sings of a lush grass-green valley,
 Did I see her in darkness; said she, “Where had you been?”

Raising her eyes, so bird’s nest-like, Natore’s Banalata Sen.

At the end of the day, with the soft sound of dew,

Night falls; the kite wipes the sun’s smells from its wings;
The world’s colors fade; fireflies light up the world anew:;
Time to wrap up work and get set for the telling of tales;
All birds home—rivers too—life’s mart close again;
What remains is darkness and facing me—Banalata Sen!
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‘Helen’, thy beauty is to me

Like those Nice an barks of yore
That gently, O'er a perfumed sea

The weary, wayworn wanderer bore
To his own native shore.

On desperate seas long wont to roam
Thy hyacinth hair, thy classic face
Thy Naiad airs have brought me home
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To the glory that was Greece
And the grandeur that was Rome.

Lo! in you brilliant window-niche
How statuelike [ see thee stand,
The agate lamp within thy hand

Ah, Psyche, from the regions which
Are Holy Land!
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Jibanananda employed the same image elsewhere...he did not much enjoy
the time in 1929-30 when he taught at Delhi’s Ramjas College. Sudhir
Kumar Datta, fellow Brahmo from Barisal and a year or so his junior
provided some companionship. They saw each other frequently. When

Jibanananda first arrived in Delhi, Sudhir Kumar met him at the railway =

station. Of Sudhir Kumar on that occasion, Jibanananda wrote, more than
five years later “...across his face, [that smile] of bird’s nest-like assurance
and shelter”... (A poet apart, Page 122)
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I seek the sweet intoxication
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