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Banalata Sen

Long I have been a wanderer of this world,

many a night,

My route lay across the sea of Ceylon somewhat winding to
The seas of Malaya.

I was in the dim world of Bimbisar and Asok, and further off
In the mistiness of Vidarbha.

At moments when life was too much a sea of sounds,

[ had Banalata Sen of Natore and her wisdom.

1 remember her hair dark as night at Vidisha,
Her face an image of Sravesti as the pilot,
Undone in the blue milicu of the sea,

Never twice saw the earth of grass before him,
[ have seen her, Banalata Sen of Natore.

When day is done, no fall somewhere but of dews
Dips into the dusk; the smell of the sun is gone
Off the Kestrel's wings. Light is your wit now,
Fanning Fireflies that pitch the wide things around
For Banalata Sen of Natore.
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Never twice saw the earth of grass before him,

1 have seen her, Banalata Sen of Natore.
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the historical sense compels a man to write not merely with his own
generation in his bones, but with a feeling that the whole of the literature
of Europe from Homer and within it, the whole of the literature of his own
country, has a simultaneous existence and composes a simultaneous order.
No poet, no artist of any art, has his complete meaning alone. His
significance, his appreciation is the appreciation of his relation to the dead
poets and artist. You cannot value him alone; you must set him, for
contrast and comparison, among the dead. I mean this as a principle of
aesthetic, not merely historical, criticism.
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the mind of the mature poet differs from that of the immature one not
precisely in any valuation of ‘Personality’, not being necessarily more
interesting, or having ‘more to say’, but rather by being a more finely

perfected medium in which special, or very varied, feclings are at liberty
lo enter into new combinations.
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The poet's mind is in fact a receptacle of seizing and storing up numberless
feelings, phrases, images, which remain there until all the particles which
can unite (o form a new compound are present together.

TSl G IS ATre B AR AT WA AT Keats-99
‘On First Looking into Chapman’s Homer® fGMIcIa Aw=5G7 Fen

- Much have I travell’d in the realms of gold,

And many goodly states and kingdoms seen;
Round many western islands have I been

Then felt 1like some watcher of the skies

When a new planet swims Into his ken;

Or like stout Cortez when with cagle eyes

He star’d at the Pacific—and all his men

Look’d at cach other with a wild surmise—

Silent upon a peak in Darien.
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Though I am old with wandering
Through hollow lands and hilly lands.
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5 TS FESA T4 “To Helen’ 9% | @ TSR Poe O 24 (At
oM CoAIS-9a S ©Ad T | Poe- 3¢ & THOW T 4 =
T9) W | 9% FROE s AefEea 2@ —
" Helen, thy beauty is to me ,
Like those Nicean barks of yore
That gently, o'er a perfumed sea,
The weary, way-worn wanderer bore -
To his own native shore.
On desperate seas long wont to roam,
Thy hyacinth hair, thy classic face,
The Naiad airs have brought me home
To the glory that was Greece,
And the grandeur that was Rome. )
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Lo! in yon brilliant window-niche
How statue-like I see thee stand,
The agate lamp within thy hand!
Ah, Psyche, from the regions which
Are Holy-Land! ‘
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Helen thy beauty is to me

Like those Nicean barks of yore,

That gently over a perfumed sea

The weary way-worn wanderer bore

To his own native shore.
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